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POLLUTION — LEAKING UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANKS 

2944. Dr J.M. Woollard to the Minister for Employment Protection 

A 2004 report published within the Australian Journal of Soil Research stated that an audit of 6,500 premises in 
Western Australia with dangerous goods had revealed that 57 per cent of these premises contained underground 
storage tanks, approximately half of these tanks were situated within Perth, and 217 were leaking pollutants. 
These statistics were printed in the Government’s 2007 State of the Environment Report. With reference to these 
reports, I ask the Minister: 

(a) what action has the Government undertaken since 2004 to remedy the problem of leaking 
underground storage tanks;  

(b) what standards or guidelines does the Government apply to underground storage tanks in order 
to reduce the possibility of leaks and groundwater contamination;  

(c) how often does the Government inspect underground storage tanks in:  

(i) metropolitan Perth; and  

(ii) rural and regional Western Australia;  

(d) when will the remaining leaking underground storage tanks identified in the 2004 report be 
fixed in: 

(i) metropolitan Perth; and  

(ii) rural and regional Western Australia; and  

(e) how many leaking underground storage tanks have been fixed since 2004 in:  

(i) metropolitan Perth; and  

(ii) rural and regional Western Australia? 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS replied: 
The Employment Protection arm of the Department for Consumer and Employment Protection (DOCEP) 
advises: 

(a) Current dangerous goods legislation addresses issues relating to the transport, storage and 
handling of explosives and dangerous goods, and is focussed on public safety. Under these 
laws, DOCEP has concentrated on the design and safe installation of underground tanks 
storing dangerous goods. 
The Resources Safety Division of DOCEP is currently finalising a comprehensive reform of 
dangerous goods legislation to provide a more effective regulatory regime. A suite of new 
dangerous goods regulations will be proclaimed in early 2008. This legislation extends the 
duty to minimise risk from dangerous goods beyond public safety to include the environment. 
This new legislation will compliment the Contaminated Sites Act 2003 that is implemented by 
the Department of Environment and Conservation and which specifically deals with this issue. 

(b) Under the new legislation, DOCEP will adopt a new Code of Practice for the Design, 
Installation and Operation of Underground Petroleum Storage Systems. This code requires all 
underground tanks in Western Australia to be double-walled, and be regularly leak-
tested. Operators will also be encouraged to install leak detection systems. Up to now, 
operators have had a choice of different standards of underground tanks and associated 
equipment depending on the site classification. 

(c) When the new regulations are proclaimed, dangerous goods officers will work closely with the 
Department of Environment and Conservation and compliment its work to ensure more 
comprehensive and effective control of underground storage tanks across WA. 

(d) Leaking underground tanks are addressed as soon as they become known to DOCEP and are 
taken out of service immediately. Management of soil contamination as a result of leaking 
tanks is undertaken by the Department of Environment and Conservation. 

(e) DOCEP does not have statistics on how many underground tanks have been fixed. 
 


